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[bookmark: _Toc236912255]The consultation 
In this consultation we are asking for your views on: 
· The level of the registration fee increase. 
· Whether or not the fee increase should be applied equally across the board. 
· Whether or not there should be a larger fee increase for practising osteopaths to limit the increase on those entering the profession and/or who are non-practising. 
This will ensure the ongoing delivery of our statutory functions which will enable us to continue supporting osteopaths in giving excellent osteopathic care for patients.  
It will also ensure we can help patients to be confident that their osteopath meets high standards of competence, conduct and ethics, and in those cases where concerns are raised, to have sufficient resources available to investigate those concerns fairly, robustly and timely. 
[bookmark: _Toc236912256]How to respond 
We want to hear from you, but remember you can skip any questions in the consultation that are not relevant to you.
The deadline for responses to this consultation is Thursday 29 October 2026 
You can send us your views by: 
· using this online consultation form 
· emailing your responses in the word version to: info@osteopathy.org.uk  
If you still have questions or wish to hear more about this consultation before you submit your response, you are welcome to join our online webinar. Please submit your questions in advance via email, the first one will be held on Tuesday 25 August at 6pm.
Information in responses, including personal information, may need to be published or disclosed under the access to information regimes (mainly the Freedom of Information Act 2000, the General Data Protection Regulation, the Data Protection Act 2018 and the Environmental Information Regulations 2004). We will publish  
a report about the consultation and the responses we have received.  
We want to make sure that the data we get from our consultations are robust and have sufficient integrity. The most reliable means of doing this is requiring names and email addresses from each respondent, and limiting responses to one. This allows everyone to have a voice but prevents multiple responses skewing the results. Respondents' information is subject to our data protection policy and privacy notice.  



The GOsC is a data controller registered with the Information Commissioner’s Office. We use personal data to support our work as the regulatory body for osteopaths.  
We may share data with third parties to meet our statutory aims and objectives, and when using our powers and meeting our responsibilities under the Osteopaths Act and the associated rules made under the Act. We may use personal data to update the Register, administer and maintain the Register, process complaints, compile statistics and keep stakeholders updated with information about our work.  
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[bookmark: _Toc236912257]Consultation questions 
Please answer the consultation questions: 
1. Please provide your name or the name of your organisation, if replying on behalf of an organisation (optional) 
	 


2. Please let us know in what role you are answering these questions: 
	GOsC Council (including Patient Partners and Council Associates)/Committee member 
	 
	 

	Member of the public 
	 
	 

	Osteopath 
	 
	 

	Osteopathic educator 
	 
	 

	Patient 
	 
	 

	Osteopathic student 
	 
	 

	Post graduate education provider
	 
	 

	Special interest group
	
	

	Regional or CPD group lead
	
	

	Other
	
	


If you answered 'Other' above, please specify 
	


3. Having read the information provided, how well do you feel you understand the rationale we have set out for increasing registration fees?
	 Not at all well 
	 Not very well 
	 Neither well 
    nor poorly 
	 Fairly well 
	 Very well 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


4. Having read the consultation document and annex, how well do you feel you understand how registration fees support the regulation and development of osteopathy and help protect patients. 
	 Not at all well 
	 Not very well 
	 Neither well 
 nor poorly 
	 Fairly well 
	 Very well 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


5. Having read the consultation document and annex, how well do you feel you understand the benefits of being regulated by a single-profession regulator? 
	 Not at all well 
	 Not very well 
	 Neither well nor
 poorly 
	 Fairly well 
	 Very well 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



6. Which of the following do you think are important benefits of professional regulation for osteopathy? (Select all that apply) 
	Helping patients identify qualified osteopaths 
	 
	 

	Maintaining professional standards 
	 
	 

	Supporting public confidence in osteopathy 
	 
	 

	Ensuring osteopathic education meets agreed standards 
	 
	 

	Investigating concerns raised by patients about an osteopath
	 
	 

	Other (please specify) 
	 
	 


If you answered 'Other' above, please specify 
	


7. When registration fees are increased, which of the following options do you think is more appropriate?
	 Increase by £50 
	 Increase by £75 
	 Increase by £100 

	 
	 
	 


8. Currently, we have a reduced registration fee for new graduates until year 3 of practice. We also offer reduced rates for non-practising osteopaths. To what extent do you agree or disagree that registration fee increases should be applied equally to everyone across our current structure? 
	 Strongly disagree  
	 Disagree 
	 Neutral 
	 Agree 
	 Strongly agree 

	
	 
	 
	 
	 





9. If registration fees are increased by different amounts for different groups of osteopaths, to what extent do you agree or disagree that practising osteopaths should pay a larger increase than new graduates and non-practising osteopaths?
	Strongly disagree  
	Disagree 
	Neutral 
	Agree 
	Strongly agree 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



10. When registration fees are increased, which statement best describes how you would respond in relation to the fees you charge your patients?
	I would increase patient fees to recover all or most of the additional cost
	 

	I would increase patient fees to recover some of the additional cost
	 

	I would absorb the additional cost without increasing patient fees
	 

	I am unsure
	 

	Not applicable
	 



Protected characteristics[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Protected characteristics consist of age, disability, gender reassignment, marriage and civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity, ethnicity, religion or belief, sex, sexual orientation. ] 

In addition to the equality impacts set out in the Equality Impact Assessment, can you identify any further impacts relating to protected characteristics, either on osteopaths or on patients seeking osteopathic care, that we should consider?
11. Do you think an increase in registration fees could have any impacts on patients with protected characteristics through changes in the price or accessibility of osteopathic treatment?
	Yes
	 

	No
	 

	Unsure
	 


If yes, please provide details.
	  


12. If you would like to make any suggestions about how any negative equality impacts you have identified could be mitigated, please do so here. 
	  



Impact on Welsh speakers and the use of the Welsh language 
In preparing for this consultation we have sought to understand how the approach we take and the potential consultation outcome meet the needs of Welsh speakers and people in Wales, especially to allow for greater opportunities for those in Wales to use the Welsh language. 
There are 164 osteopaths in Wales and 8 osteopaths practising listed as ‘Welsh-speaking’ on the General Osteopathic Council’s Register of osteopaths, as of 31 March 2026. There are also currently 139 students studying osteopathy in Wales, and while we cannot be sure how many of these students will go on to join the Register and practise osteopathy after graduating and remain in Wales to do so, we nevertheless take this into consideration when trying to understand the scale of impact our consultation may have on osteopaths and patients in Wales in the future. 
The registration fee changes that we have proposed in this consultation would apply equally to osteopaths working in Wales, and all of the devolved nations.
Accompanying questions
Above we explain how we have considered what the possible effects of the approach set out in this consultation to changes in legislation might be for opportunities for osteopaths in Wales to use the Welsh language. Do you agree with our assessment? 
	Yes
	 

	No
	 


If no, please explain your views below:
	


What changes, if any, could we make to our approach to improve the opportunities available to osteopaths to use the Welsh language? 
	


Any other comments 
	



[bookmark: _Toc236912258]Diversity questionnaire
The collection of personal data can be a sensitive issue and we know that sometimes it can feel intrusive, but we want to make sure that the work we do and our processes are fair and free from discrimination.
Protected characteristics include age, disability, gender reassignment, marriage and civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity, race, religion or belief, sex, sexual orientation or any other characteristic.
As well as providing useful information about diversity within the profession compared to society as a whole, by collecting more comprehensive data about the protected characteristics of osteopaths we can ensure that osteopathic education, standards, continuing professional development (CPD) and our fitness to practise processes are not having any unintended consequences or discriminating against any particular group. We will only use this information to ensure that we comply with our legal obligations to:
· eliminate unlawful discrimination
· promote equality of opportunity
· foster good relations between those who have particular protected characteristics and those who do not
We are not legally obliged to publish this information on the Register and we are not aware of any other legal requirements that require us to share with third parties. This information will only be used by GOsC staff for the purposes outlined above and to help us tailor our communications so they meet the needs of all osteopaths.
It would be very helpful to us if you would provide this information. You can skip any questions you do not wish to answer.
Please complete the diversity questionnaire 
Thank you for your response to this consultation
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