
GENERAL OSTEOPATHIC COUNCIL

Minutes of Part I of the 52nd meeting of the Education Committee (EdC) held on

Tuesday 19 February 2008 after the Part II Session which commenced at 2.00pm at Osteopathy House, 176 Tower Bridge Road, London SE1 3LU. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
	Chair:


Professor Trudie Roberts 

	

	Present:

Dr Kathy Boursicot



Mr Tim McClune



Dr Stephen Barasi



Mrs Rosalind Stuart-Menteth



Mrs Fionnuala Cook



Dr Andrew Thompson




Professor Adrian Eddleston

Miss Fiona Walsh




Mrs Catherine Hamilton-Plant

Mr John Wilden




Professor Ian Hughes


Ms Margaret Wolff


	In Attendance:
Ms Evlynne Gilvarry, Chief Executive & Registrar

	In Attendance:
Mr Vince Cullen, Director of Professional Standards

	


Mr Marcus Dye, Professional Standards Manager




Miss Jane Quinnell, Clerk to the Council


PART I (items which will be reported to the Public Session of Council at its next meeting)

	

	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	

	1.
Apologies for absence were received from Dr Les Wootton.

	

	ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

	

	2.
Agenda adopted.

	

	MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

	

	3.
The minutes were signed by Professor Roberts as a record of the meeting of 25 September 2007.

	

	MATTERS ARISING 

	

	4.
There were no matters arising.

	


	CHAIRMAN AND HEAD OF PROFESSIONAL STANDARD’S ACTION AND REPORT 


	

	5.
Mr Cullen’s written report was received.  An update was asked for on the situation with the Border and Immigration Authority (BIA) over its plans to tighten up on accreditation of private colleges.  Mr Dye responded that the Executive had been chasing the BIA but was yet to receive a definitive response.  The BIA was due to contact the QAA to obtain details of our existing accreditation process, which the Executive views as being sufficient for the purposes of the new policy.  It is thought that the BIA is coming to terms with a new policy and that this is simply a lack of knowledge on their part.  The Executive will continue to push for exemptions for osteopathic educational institutions. 

	

	NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR OSTEOPATHIC RESEARCH (NCOR)

	

	6.
The minutes of NCOR’s meeting of 1 October 2007 were received.  With regard to Item 9 and the use of data collected during the Professional Profile and Portfolio (PPP) exercise between 1997 and 2000, members were quite emphatic that Data Protection principles should be adhered to and that the data should not be used for any purpose which the applicant was not aware of at the point of application.  It was suggested that the GOsC could write to everyone who submitted a PPP to gain permission to use the data.

	

	7.
With regard to Item 10, it was confirmed that the NCOR discussion on 3 December 2007 covered succession planning and the possibility that the GOsC supports another research officer to support Carol Fawkes.  The GOsC Executive was currently considering this.

	

	8.
With regard to Action Point 7 on page 2, the World Health Organization (WHO) Guidelines had still not been published and no further updates had been received by the Executive. Mr Cullen would pursue the matter with the WHO.

	

	ANY OTHER BUSINESS

	

	9. King’s Fund  
Professor Eddleston reported that he attended a King’s Fund meeting relating to patient/practitioner effect and the placebo effect.  A private dinner had been arranged with research funders and the National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) to explore funding options for these areas of research.

	

	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

	

	10.
Thursday 8 May 2008 at 2.00pm.



