GENERAL OSTEOPATHIC COUNCIL

The Minutes of Part I of the 49th meeting of the Education Committee (EdC) held on

Thursday 22 February 2007 after the Part II meeting at Osteopathy House, 176 Tower Bridge Road, London SE1 3LU
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
	Chair:


Professor Trudie Roberts 

	

	Present:

Dr Stephen Barasi



Mr Bryan McIlwraith




Dr Kathy Boursicot  


Mrs Rosalind Stuart-Menteth

	


Professor Ian Hughes


Miss Fiona Walsh



Mr Tim McClune



Ms Margaret Wolff

	

	In Attendance:
Mr Vince Cullen, Head of Development

	


Mr Marcus Dye, Assistant Registrar (Development)


	ITEM 01/07: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	

	1.
RECEIVED: apologies for absence from Mr Nigel Clarke, Mr Manoj Mehta, Mr Andrew Popat, Miss Jane Quinnell, Dr Andy Thompson, Mr John Wilden, Dr Leslie Wootton and Miss Madeleine Craggs.

	

	ITEM 02/07: ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA**

2.
ADOPTED: the Agenda as drawn.

	

	ITEM 03 /07: MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING **

3.
ACCEPTED: the unconfirmed Minutes from Part I of the previous meeting held on 23 November 2006.  Professor Roberts signed a copy of the minutes as a true record of the meeting.

	

	ITEM 04/07: MATTERS ARISING

4.
There were no  matters arising from the EdC meeting of 23 November 2006 not dealt with in the Development Department’s Report at E05a)/07.

	

	ITEM 05/07: CHAIRMAN AND HEAD OF DEVELOPMENT’S ACTION AND REPORT

	

	5.
Professor Roberts had nothing additional to report, over and above what was included on the Agenda.  In addition to the Development Department Report (Part I) as at 9 February 2007, Mr Cullen added that the Continuing Professional Development (CPD) Rules had now been approved by the Privy Council and that these would be in place from 1 March 2007.  Following the delay in obtaining this approval, revised CPD guidelines would now be issued as part of a new Development folder to be issued in June 2007.  Mr Hughes enquired as to whether the Rules would be fully applied immediately.  Mr Cullen confirmed that the Registration Department would now have the power to remove osteopaths for non-compliance, i.e. not returning a required CPD Annual Summary Form and failing to undertake the required number of hours of valid activities.  Each case will be dealt with on an individual basis and the final decision was that of the Registrar.  However, it had been decided to give osteopaths a further CPD Year following implementation of the Rules before any portfolios would be called on for review.  It was intended that a mixture of a random and a targeted sample would be called on each year once this process began.

	

	ITEM 06/07: APPOINTMENTS TO THE NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR OSTEOPATHIC RESEARCH (NCOR) RESEARCH GRANTS GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE**

	

	6.
CONSIDERED: the nomination of two members of the EdC to sit on NCOR’s Research Grants Governance Committee. 


	AGREED:  the nomination of Andrew Thompson and (provisionally) Stephen Barasi.

	

	ITEM 07/07: NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR OSTEOPATHIC RESEARCH (NCOR)

	

	7.
NOTED: the minutes of the NCOR’s meeting of 4 December 2007 and RECEIVED: an oral update on the NCOR’s meeting/strategy day on 12 February 2007.  Some of the major items discussed at the February meeting were as follows:


	

	a.
A review of past achievements and what is to be achieved in the future.

	

	b.
How to improve the success of the regional research hubs, such as whether resources would be better spent on encouraging the hubs to link with osteopathic educational institutions or universities.

	

	c.
Standardised data collection to bring together research on osteopathy in an accessible database.

	

	d.
Adverse Events research proposal progress.

	

	e.
Funding issues, such as increasing the contributions from the osteopathic educational institutions as well as GOsC, seeking research donations and identifying further funding.

	

	ITEM 08/07: GOsC MEETING WITH THE OSTEOPATHIC EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS (OEIs)

	

	8.
NOTED: the minutes of the meeting held with the OEIs on 10 November 2006.  It was confirmed that the next OEI meeting on 16 March 2007 would be dedicated to disability issues affecting students’ ability to train and register as an osteopath.  The Chair informed the committee that the General Medical Council had recently received a grant to look at disability with regard to admissions and teaching.  Funding was donated by 11 medical schools and matched by the Department for Education and Skills.

	

	ITEM 09/07: ANY OTHER BUSINESS

	

	9.
The Chair identified that one particular member of the Committee had failed to turn up to any of the meetings since their appointment.  The Chair stressed that places on the Committee were valuable and that absenteeism would be raised with the Chair of Council.

	

	ITEM 10/07: DATE OF NEXT MEETING

	

	10.
NOTED: that the next meeting was scheduled for Thursday 10 May 2007 to begin at 2.00 pm at Osteopathy House.



